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Abstract 

The teaching of Latin in modern educational environments requires the integration of innovative 

pedagogical approaches that go beyond traditional memorization of grammatical rules such as declinatio 

and conjugatio. The aim of this study is to analyze and compare contemporary methods used in Latin 

instruction, including the communicative approach, task-based learning, project-based learning, and the 

lexical approach, with a particular focus on their effectiveness in developing professional competence 

in fields such as medicine, where mastery of terminologia medica, nomen substantivum, and verbum is 

essential. The relevance of this research lies in the growing demand for Latin-based terminology in 

higher medical and linguistic education, as well as the need to enhance student engagement and 

motivation. Each method is examined through its pedagogical principles, cognitive impact, and potential 

for integrating authentic Latin expressions (e.g., Corpus humanum, Diagnosis differens, Therapia 

intensiva) within contextualized learning tasks. The findings demonstrate that a blended methodological 

model, which combines structured grammar instruction with interactive, task-oriented activities, 

significantly improves lexical retention, critical thinking, and communicative application of Latin in 

professional discourse. This study contributes to the development of modern Latin pedagogy and offers 

practical recommendations for educators seeking to align classical language instruction with 21st-

century educational standards. 

Keywords: Latin language teaching, communicative approach, task-based learning, project-

based learning, lexical approach, medical terminology (terminologia medica), modern pedagogy, 

professional competence, contextual learning, blended instruction. 

Introduction: There are many reasons why both novice and experienced teachers need to study 

new fundamental methods of foreign language teaching. Below are several ways that can help language 

teachers master the most popular teaching approaches. 

The task of the educator is not only to teach students skills and abilities, but to organize the 

educational process in such a way that students acquire knowledge not formally (“knowledge for the 

sake of knowledge”), but as a means of understanding the surrounding world and themselves. 

Integration of the activities of primary school teachers and foreign language teachers in 

developing students’ reading competence and creating a motivational educational environment using 

modern technologies is essential. 

Literature review. Understanding pedagogy helps to better design foreign language teaching 

materials and lessons, as it enables strategic selection of activities that benefit learners and the use of 

these activities for instructional purposes. Although traditional methodologies, such as audio-linguistic 

and direct methods, still contain useful elements, they are clearly outdated in modern classrooms. 

The communicative approach, which was popular in the late 1990s, remains relevant and is 

widely regarded as a major achievement in contemporary foreign language teaching. 

Results and analysis. However, it has become clear that the needs of modern students outweigh 

the best strategies of teachers and publishers. 

1. Task-based approach. The task-based approach is a communicative and learner-centered 

methodology in which language is acquired through purposeful, real-world tasks rather than mechanical 

memorization. In medical education, this approach is particularly effective for teaching lingua Latina 

(Latin language used in scientific and clinical terminology) because it connects vocabulary with 
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authentic professional actions. Instead of studying isolated word lists, student’s complete tasks that 

mirror real medical situations, making learning meaningful and functional. 

In this methodology, students perform activities that replicate clinical or pharmaceutical 

procedures. For example, they may be asked to interpret a praescriptio (medical prescription) and 

identify the nomen medicamenti (name of the medicine), determine the dosis (exact dose of the drug), 

and explain the route of administration. Another task may require labeling anatomical structures of the 

corpus humanum (human body) using terms such as musculus (skeletal muscle enabling movement), 

nervus (nerve transmitting impulses), vena (vein carrying blood to the heart), and arteria (artery carrying 

blood from the heart). These tasks integrate language use with professional knowledge, strengthening 

lexical competence in context. 

The structure of task-based learning typically includes three stages: pre-task, task performance, 

and post-task reflection. During the pre-task phase, learners are introduced to essential terminology 

and grammar needed to complete the task. In the task performance stage, students collaborate to solve a 

problem, such as describing symptoms using the term morbus (disease as a pathological condition) or 

identifying a fractura (break in a bone) in a clinical scenario. In the post-task stage, students reflect on 

accuracy and usage, reinforcing knowledge of terms like diagnosis (process of identifying the disease 

based on symptoms) and prognosis (prediction of the likely course of the disease). 

Task-based learning also supports the development of procedural language through simulation 

of therapeutic processes. For instance, students may perform tasks that involve planning therapia 

(treatment strategy to restore health) or selecting an appropriate remedium (pharmacological substance 

used as a remedy). In pharmacy-oriented tasks, learners can describe preparation steps for solutio (liquid 

dosage form where the active ingredient is dissolved), unguentum (semi-solid topical ointment), or 

extractum (concentrated plant-based substance obtained through extraction). These activities encourage 

the use of imperative verbs typical of medical recipes, reinforcing both grammar and terminology. 

Moreover, the task-based approach enhances cognitive and morphological awareness. Learners 

analyze word formation by identifying the radix verbi (root of a word from which derivatives are formed) 

in terms such as ren (kidney, source of “renal”) or cor (heart, source of “cardiac”), understanding how 

classical Latin shapes modern medical language. When writing a descriptio morbi (clinical description 

of a disease), students naturally apply grammatical structures, such as using casus (grammatical case 

system used to express syntactic relationships) to form phrases like dolor capitis (pain of the head) or 

inflammatio pulmonis (inflammation of the lung). Thus, grammar is acquired through meaningful use 

rather than memorization. 

Additionally, the task-based approach develops communicative competence. Learners may 

simulate interactions between medicus (physician responsible for diagnosis and treatment) and aegrotus 

(patient receiving medical care), interpret a recepta (prescribed formula for medication), or explore the 

systema digestorium (digestive system involved in nutrient processing). These communicative tasks 

promote clinical reasoning, lexical precision, and professional discourse. 

In summary, the task-based approach transforms Latin and medical terminology learning into an 

active, meaningful, and professionally oriented process. By integrating authentic tasks, collaborative 

problem-solving, and contextual use of terminology, this method develops not only lexical competence 

but also critical thinking and practical communication skills required in modern medical practice. 

2. Project-Based approach. The project-based approach in teaching lingua Latina (the Latin 

language) and terminologia medica (medical terminology) focuses on real-world application, student 

autonomy, and the integration of multidisciplinary skills. Unlike traditional methods that emphasize 

isolated grammar drills, the project-based model encourages learners to create concrete academic or 
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professional products, such as presentations, clinical simulations, written reports, or even praescriptio 

(prescription) documents based on authentic medical standards. 

A key advantage of this method is its ability to integrate both linguistic and medical content. For 

example, students may create a project focused on the human corpus (body) and its systema (system), 

learning anatomical Latin terms in context. They can explore structures such as the musculus (muscle), 

which enables movement, the nervus (nerve), which transmits signals, the os (bone), which provides 

support, and the articulatio (joint), which allows flexibility. To understand the functions of internal 

organs, students may examine the cor (heart) responsible for pumping sanguis (blood) throughout the 

body. Projects like these develop both content knowledge and professional vocabulary. 

In clinical-style projects, students simulate real medical scenarios: they analyze a diagnosis (the 

process of identifying a disease) and propose an appropriate therapia (treatment). They may explore 

cases involving a fractura (bone fracture), calculate an accurate dosis (amount of medication), and 

compose a formal praescriptio (medical prescription). They also discuss the role of each 

medicamentum (drug/medication) and its application. These tasks mirror real-world professional 

responsibilities, enhancing problem-solving and decision-making skills. 

In language-focused projects, learners investigate the grammatical structure of Latin. They 

analyze the nomen (noun) and verbum (verb) as core lexical units. They practice using each noun in 

different casus (grammatical cases) through declinatio (declension), and explore how verbs function 

within different modus (verb moods) and tempus (tenses) to express intention, command, or time. To 

deepen lexical understanding, students identify the radix (root of a word) to see how medical terms are 

formed and connected across languages. Such projects develop both linguistic accuracy and 

etymological awareness, which is essential for mastering professional terminology. 

Furthermore, project-based learning encourages students to collaborate, conduct research, and 

present results. For example, a group may design a digital atlas of terminologia medica, create interactive 

clinical dialogues using Latin terms, or build a step-by-step guide to writing a correct praescriptio. Each 

project consists of smaller tasks, leading to a final product that can be assessed using clear academic 

criteria. The final outcome may be an oral presentation, written report, simulation, or classroom game, 

demonstrating both language proficiency and professional competence. 

Ultimately, the project-based approach transforms the classroom into a space where Latin 

becomes a living, functional tool rather than a memorized list of words. It connects theoretical grammar 

with practical medical applications, develops critical thinking, promotes creativity, and prepares students 

for real academic and clinical environments. By combining lingua Latina, terminologia medica, and 

authentic project tasks, this method significantly enhances motivation, autonomy, and long-term 

retention of knowledge. 

3. Lexical program (Vocabulary-Based Approach) 

The lexical program is a methodology focused on the systematic development of professional 

vocabulary as the core of language competence. In the context of teaching Latin and medical 

terminology, this approach emphasizes that mastery of lexis is not limited to memorizing isolated words, 

but rather involves understanding semantic fields, morphological structure, functional usage, and 

contextual application in clinical, anatomical, and pharmaceutical settings. A lexical program is therefore 

not a simple list of terms, but a structured curriculum that reflects the cognitive, communicative, and 

professional needs of future medical specialists. 

In modern pedagogical theory, vocabulary is considered the foundation of both comprehension 

and production. Without lexical precision, neither accurate diagnosis nor correct prescription is possible. 

For this reason, the lexical program aims to integrate terminology into meaningful communicative tasks, 
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case analysis, simulations, and problem-solving activities. It prioritizes high-frequency professional 

terms, polysemantic structures, and lexical collocations used in authentic medical discourse. The 

program also incorporates word-formation patterns such as roots, prefixes, and suffixes of Latin origin, 

allowing students to decode unfamiliar terminology based on morphological logic. Through this 

approach, students develop morphological awareness, lexical autonomy, and the ability to infer meaning 

in clinical documentation. 

The lexical program is typically organized according to thematic domains such as anatomical 

structures, pathological processes, diagnostic terminology, pharmaceutical dosage forms, procedural 

language, and therapeutic concepts. Each domain is connected with professional competencies. For 

example, anatomical terms enhance spatial and structural understanding, clinical terms build diagnostic 

reasoning, and pharmaceutical vocabulary supports safe medication practices. The program also 

accounts for cognitive load, progressing from basic terms to complex multiword expressions. In 

addition, it promotes active vocabulary production rather than passive recognition, as students are 

required to use terms in oral presentations, written case reports, and interactive simulations. By aligning 

vocabulary instruction with real professional tasks, the lexical program ensures retention, relevance, and 

transfer of knowledge to clinical practice. 

A key component of the lexical program is semantic clustering, in which words are grouped not 

only by topic but also by functional relationships. For instance, students may analyze the progression 

from etiology (cause of disease) to pathogenesis (mechanism of development) to symptoma (clinical 

manifestation) to therapia (treatment strategy). This lexical chaining helps learners understand medical 

logic and clinical sequencing. Another essential feature is the integration of Latin into bilingual 

frameworks, where students compare Latin roots with their derivatives in modern languages. This 

enhances meta-linguistic competence and professional literacy. Furthermore, the lexical program 

supports the development of lexical grammar by embedding terms in standard structures such as nomen 

+ genitivus (“caput humeri”) or nomen + prepositio (“in cor”). Thus, vocabulary learning naturally 

reinforces grammatical accuracy. 

To demonstrate the practical implementation of the lexical program in medical Latin education, 

a wide range of authentic terms is introduced within meaningful academic or clinical contexts. Students 

may begin with anatomical terminology such as os (a structural bone forming the rigid framework), cor 

(the central organ responsible for pumping blood), and hepar (a vital organ involved in metabolism and 

detoxification). Pathological concepts are introduced through terms like febris (an elevation of body 

temperature indicating systemic response) and inflammatio (a complex defensive reaction of tissue to 

injury or infection). Diagnostic terminology appears in phrases involving diagnosis (the systematic 

identification of disease based on signs and symptoms) and prognosis (a scientifically informed 

prediction of disease outcome). Clinical procedures are practiced using terms such as iniectio (the 

introduction of a substance into the body via a needle) and sectio (the surgical cutting of tissue for 

operative or anatomical purposes). These terms are not memorized in isolation, but embedded in 

dialogues, medical case studies, and scenario-based activities. 

Pharmaceutical terminology represents another integral part of the lexical program, including 

tinctura (a liquid extract prepared with alcohol as solvent), unguentum (a semi-solid external preparation 

used for protection or medication), suppositorium (a solid dosage form administered rectally or vaginally 

for local or systemic effect), and solutio (a homogeneous liquid mixture where active substance is fully 

dissolved). Terms describing dosage and administration, such as dosis (a quantified amount of medicine 

required to produce therapeutic effect) and via administrandi (the route through which a drug is delivered 

to the body), are introduced through simulated prescriptions. Theoretical concepts such as corpus 
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humanum (the human body considered as an integrated biological system) and systema nervosum (the 

neural network responsible for sensory input, motor control, and cognition) support functional 

understanding of human physiology necessary for lexical competence. 

The lexical program also emphasizes the cognitive structure of terminology by analyzing root 

words such as radix (the fundamental element from which derivatives are formed) and teaching how 

compounds are built, as in osteopathia (a condition of the bone). By studying grammatical structures 

through medical phrases like fractura ossis (a break of the bone indicated by trauma) or dolor acutus (an 

intense and sudden pain with short duration), learners internalize case usage. Professional 

communication is reinforced through terms like medicus (a licensed practitioner responsible for 

treatment and clinical decision-making) and aegrotus (a person affected by disease who receives care). 

Each term is integrated within authentic discourse, strengthening both lexical and communicative 

competence. Ultimately, the lexical program aligns with the needs of modern medical education by 

combining linguistic precision with clinical applicability, thereby preparing students for effective 

participation in academic and professional environments. 

Conclusion. 

Understanding pedagogy helps to better design foreign language teaching materials and lessons, 

as it allows students to strategically choose activities that are beneficial and use them for educational 

purposes. 

The integration of physician-educator and foreign language teacher activities in developing 

students’ reading skills and creating a motivational educational environment through modern 

technologies will significantly contribute to the development of student knowledge and skills in Latin 

and medical terminology. 

For a modern citizen, theoretical knowledge alone is not sufficient—the rapidly developing 

science leads to its swift obsolescence. Competitiveness in the labor market depends on a person’s 

activity, flexibility of thinking, and ability to improve their knowledge and experience. The ability to 

successfully adapt to a constantly changing world is the foundation of social success—this is what the 

modern school must teach. 
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